
The Lord of the Gifts: Part Two 
 

God is the Lord of the Gifts, and he has generously given to all of us. So look at your life 

as if for the first time, and sense the gifts that God has given you: traits you were born 

with, abilities acquired over years, a skill that emerged in answer to prayer and the needs 

of the kingdom of God, and see them as spiritual gifts, rejoice in them, celebrate them, 

thank God for them, and for goodness sake use them. 

 

All of this, however, calls for a change in the way we think, and a change that may be 

particularly difficult for Americans.1 There is inside almost all of us a tremendous drive 

to achieve. Some want to change the world. Others want to build a house, or write a 

book, or succeed in business. Some are content just to do something worthwhile for 

others. But we all view ourselves in terms of what we achieve. And it’s good up to a 

point, but there’s a problem. We slowly start seeing life as one large scoreboard, where 

someone is listing the points to see what we’re worth. And before we are even aware of 

it, we literally sell our soul to the grade-givers. We become what the grade-givers make 

us. We are intelligent because someone gives us a high grade. We are helpful because 

someone says thanks. We are likeable because someone likes us. In short, we are 

worthwhile because someone considers us worthwhile. And because it all comes down to 

the results of our actions, we become competitive and defensive and thin-skinned (not to 

mention anxious and insecure), and we tend to look at our fellow human beings more as 

competitors to beat than as companions with whom we share the gifts of life. 

 

Meanwhile all along, the bottom-line truth is that we are far more what we have been 

given than what we have achieved. If we still our souls and really listen to life, we can 

hear a voice, the voice of one who spoke to us before we could speak a word, who healed 

us before we could help anyone, who set us free long before we could free others, and 

who loved us long before we could give love to anyone. Being is so much more 

important than having, and we are worth so much more than the result of our efforts. And 

life is not a possession to be defended, but a gift to be shared. 

 

It might be helpful to think of the universe itself operating through this kind of dynamic 

exchange.2 There is constantly this giving and receiving. Giving can be seen as the 

energy of the universe. Stopping the circulation of giving is like stopping the flow of 

blood in the body. Whenever blood stops flowing, it begins to clot, to coagulate, to 

stagnate. The same thing is true of giving. Like a river, it must keep flowing; otherwise it 

and the universe begin to stagnate, to clog and to suffocate. But the more you give, the 

more you receive. In the words of Jesus in Luke 6:38, “Give and it will be given to you.  

A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into 

your lap.”   

 

It’s a very simple principle. If you want joy, give joy to others. If you want love, learn to 

give love. If you want appreciation, learn to give appreciation. The easiest way to get 

what you want is to help others to get what they want. If you want to be blessed with all 



the good things in life, learn to bless everyone with all the good things in life. And 

presiding over this entire energy flow, this force field, is the Lord of the Gifts. 

 

The truth is: People who live in big houses are no happier than people who live in small 

houses. Powerful, influential people are no happier than people in simpler circumstances. 

Owners of Bentleys and Porsches are no happier than owners of Toyotas and Chevrolets. 

Beautiful people are no happier than those who aren’t. The problem is: Desires are 

relentless and insatiable. If you live on the level of your lower nature (in Paul’s words 

from Romans 8 and Galatians 5), if you live on the level of instinct, you can never have 

enough. All instinct knows is more. And all your unhappiness in life, all your discontent 

and frustration, comes down to this desire for more: a bigger house, a better husband or 

wife, more money, more applause, more this or that. And it robs you of joy. These desires 

become woven into the fabric of your life. They become who you are because they’re all 

you think about. You inevitably come to believe that you must have them. And if you 

can’t, it’s a catastrophe. And you end up doing harm to others. And it leaves you no room 

for life in the Spirit. We have no time or energy left over for prayer, or meditation, or 

worship, or even reverence. And you miss life, the simple joys, all the simple gifts that 

the Lord of the Gifts has surrounded you with and given you. 

 

I think of Louis Armstrong’s “What a Wonderful World.” You know the feeling that 

comes over you when you hear it. That feeling can be yours.   

 

I see trees of green, red roses too,  

I see them bloom for me and you,  

And I think to myself, 

What a wonderful world. 

 

I see skies of blue and clouds of white, 

The bright blessed day, the dark sacred night,  

And I think to myself, 

What a wonderful world. 

 

The colors of the rainbow, so pretty in the sky 

Are also on the faces of people goin’ by, 

I see friends shakin’ hands, sayin’, “How do you do!” 

They’re really sayin’, “I love you.” 

 

I hear babies cry, I watch them grow. 

They’ll learn much more than I’ll ever know. 

And I think to myself, 

What a wonderful world. 

 

In the story we find ourselves in the secret to happiness is never to get what you want.  

It’s to want what you have.3 It’s to learn again to want, to appreciate, what you have, to 

find the beauty in everyday life: in a child’s smile, in the sky at sunset or just as the 

morning sun comes up over the Connecticut hills, the gentle wisdom of a friend, a 



summer breeze, glorious autumn in New England, fresh fallen snow, a satisfying meal, 

the pleasure of movement, red roses in bloom, the colors of the rainbow, the bright 

blessed day, the dark sacred night. The secret to happiness is to hear the music of the 

universe everywhere you go; to find satisfaction in the company of the people around 

you; to see in ordinary things and minds and lives the sacred; to realize that there is 

beauty and meaning and truth and love and mystery in the world at all times and under all 

circumstances; to acknowledge your charismata or spiritual gifts, and to discover your 

connection to the Lord of the Gifts.   

 

The story we find ourselves in comes down to this: to know that our God is the Lord of 

the Gifts, that almost everything that really matters in life is God’s gift to us, that God 

loves us and has equipped us for every challenge, that nothing can happen to us that God 

has not made us strong enough to face.  Nothing can happen to us that God has not given 

us the resources, the spiritual gifts, to see us through. We will be all right. Whatever 

happens we will be all right.   

 

It really, really is a wonderful world. Sometimes we don’t know this, because we’ve 

taken our eyes off the Lord of the Gifts. And we’re back to doing it all on our own, with 

all the anxiety and frustration and misery that goes with it. God is calling us into a world 

open to the Spirit of God. When we really realize what the New Testament means by 

charismata we see finally that what has changed today is more the perception than the 

reality. First-century believers gladly attributed all that was good to the power of the 

Holy Spirit, and this sense of things, this way of seeing things, changed everything. Now 

God is calling us to the life we’ve always wanted, life in the Spirit. We will be able to 

trust the flow of our lives whatever happens. We will live every day surrounded by grace, 

and with this heightened state of consciousness, we will see so much more than we ever 

thought possible and we will be able to do so much more than we ever imagined. But it 

takes living every day consciously in recognition of and gratitude to the Lord of the Gifts.  

 
 – Dale Pauls  

 

                                                 
1 Indebted to Henri Nouwen, Show Me the Way, pp. 52-53. 
2 From Deepak Chopra, The Seven Spiritual Laws of Success, p. 27ff. 
3 See Timothy Miller, How to Want What You Have.         


